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Defined by the International Dyslexia Association

Dyslexia is a neurologically-based, often familial, disorder which interferes with the acquisition and processing of language. Varying in degrees of severity, it is manifested by difficulties in receptive and expressive language, including phonological processing, in reading, writing, spelling, handwriting, and sometimes in arithmetic.

Dyslexia is not the result of lack of motivation, sensory impairment, inadequate instructional or environmental opportunities, or other limiting conditions, but may occur together with these conditions.

Although dyslexia is life long, individuals with dyslexia frequently respond successfully to timely and appropriate intervention.

Defined by the National Institute of Health
Dyslexia is a specific learning disability that is neurological in origin. 

It is characterized by difficulties with accurate and/or fluent word recognition, and by poor spelling and decoding abilities.

These difficulties typically result from a deficit in the phonological component of language that is often unexpected in relation to other cognitive abilities and the provision of effective classroom instruction.

Secondary consequences may include problems in reading comprehension and reduced reading experience that can impede growth of vocabulary and background knowledge.

Causes of Dyslexia
Dyslexia is an inherited condition. Researchers have determined that a gene on the short arm of chromosome #6 is responsible for dyslexia. That gene is dominant, making dyslexia highly heritable. It definitely runs in families.

Dyslexia results from a neurological difference; that is, a brain difference. People with dyslexia have a larger right-hemisphere in their brains than those of normal readers. That may be one reason people with dyslexia often have significant strengths in areas controlled by the right-side of the brain, such as artistic, athletic, and mechanical gifts; 3-D visualization ability; musical talent; creative problem solving skills; and intuitive people skills.

In addition to unique brain architecture, people with dyslexia have unusual "wiring". Neurons are found in unusual places in the brain, and are not as neatly ordered as in non-dyslexic brains.

In addition to unique brain architecture and unusual wiring, f/MRI studies have shown that people with dyslexia do not use the same part of their brain when reading as other people. Regular readers consistently use the same part of their brain when they read. People with dyslexia do not use that part of their brain, and there appears to be no consistent part used among dyslexic readers.

It is therefore assumed that people with dyslexia are not using the most efficient part of their brain when they read. A different part of their brain has taken over that function.
What to use to teach children with dyslexia:
Be sure to choose an Orton-Gillingham-based multisensory method to teach a dyslexic person to read, write, and spell. The following are the most well-known adaptations of the original Orton-Gillingham method:

· Orton-Gillingham
The pure, unchanged, original method. 

· Barton Reading & Spelling System
Designed for one-on-one tutoring of children, teenagers and adults by parents, volunteer tutors, resource or reading specialists, and professional tutors. This simplified Orton-Gillingham approach is easy to learn. Tutor training is provided on videotape, along with fully scripted lesson plans.

To watch their free Barton Demo & Screening video, go to:
www.webcastgroup.com/client/start.asp?wid=0660721062578&auto=true

or visit this website: www.BartonReading.com. 
See more details below
· Slingerland
Designed for classroom settings of young children in the first, second, and third grades. 

· Herman Method
Designed for small groups of children from third through sixth grade.
Designed for use in a Special Education setting by a Resource Specialist. 
· MTA (Multi-sensory Teaching Approach) 

· Alphabetic Phonics
Designed for one-on-one tutoring of children.
This is the method developed at the Texas Scottish Rite Hospital. 

· Wilson Reading System
Initially designed for one-on-one tutoring of adults, their new version can be used with children in third grade or higher. 

· Project Read 
by Enfield & Greene, published by The Language Circle
Designed for use in a Regular Education Classroom by a mainstream teacher. 

· Recipe for Reading
This very basic program is explained in a small paperback book. Workbooks have now been developed to go with it. It is the least complete of all the systems listed here. 

· Preventing Academic Failure (PAF)
Designed to teach dyslexic children to read. Also used to keep "at risk" kids in the regular classroom instead of Special Ed. 

· Lindamood-Bell Auditory Discrimination in Depth
Recently renamed to LiPS, which stands for Lindamood Instruction in Phonemic Segmentation.
This is not an Orton-Gillingham based system, and not every dyslexic child needs it. It is only recommended if a dyslexic child has significant auditory discrimination difficulty.
Barton Reading and Spelling System-More Details….
Web-site: www.BartonReading.com
Barton Demo: 

www.webcastgroup.com/client/start.asp?wid=0660721062578&auto=true
Barton Introduction:

www.webcastgroup.com/client/start.asp?wid=0660721062575&auto=true
Barton Quotes:

www.bartonreading.com/quotes.html
Free Web casts:
Dyslexia: Symptoms & Solutions-3 hours
Could It Be Dyslexia?-40 minutes
Dyslexia: Testing & Teaching-40 minutes
Classroom Accommodations-40 minutes
Student and Tutoring Screening for the Barton System (These screenings should be given before a student begins any Orton-Gillingham Program):

Tutor Screening-Click here to take our Tutor Screening.

Student Screening-Click here to watch the Student Screening
Click here to download the scoring sheet.

FREE: Quarterly E-Newsletter on Dyslexia
To keep up with the latest research results, important articles on dyslexia, new products and web sites, and other concerns of parent and teacher issues, click here to subscribe to our FREE e-newsletter. 

Web-sites related to Dyslexia:

Bright Solutions for Dyslexia 

The International Dyslexia Association 

Articles:
Some Schools Leave Dyslexics Behind:

http://www.denverpost.com/headlines/ci_7113766 

Don’t be one of them…. 

